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France. This was Jane of Ponthieu, who bore him two sons and a
daughter and lived in the most happy constant harmony with the queen-
mother and the king till their death, and joined them in all their exercises
of piety and devotion. The winter they usually spent together; in spring,
when the king put himself at the head of his army to march to new con-
quests, she usually assisted Berangera in superintending the domestic
administration of the affairs of state. St Ferdinand, in the campaigns
which followed the taking of Cordova, made himself master of twenty-
four other towns, of which Ecija was the first and Moron the last.
Abenhudiel, King of Murcia, voluntarily surrendered his kingdom to
King Ferdinand, reserving some open places to himself and certain lords
of his country, which they were to hold in vassalage. St Ferdinand sent
his son Alphonsus to take possession of the city of Murcia, to purify the
mosques, and establish there a bishopric. The strong cities of Lorca,
Mula, and Carthagena, which refused to yield themselves up to him,
he took three years after. Arjona and Jaen maintained obstinate sieges,
but at length fell into the hands of Ferdinand, with Akala, Real, Ivora,
and some other places dependent on Jaen. The loss of this capital so
terrified Benalhamar, King of Granada, that he repaired to the camp of
Ferdinand, cast himself at the feet of the conqueror, and offered to hold
his kingdom of him in vassalage, and to pay him an annual tribute of one
hundred and fifty thousand maravedis. These conditions were accepted,
and by remaining always faithful to King Ferdinand he transmitted his
kingdom to his posterity. The rich and strong city of Seville, after the
death of its king Abenhut, had formed itself into a republic when King
Ferdinand resolved to turn his forces against that place, far the most
important which the Moors at that time possessed in Spain. The death
of Archbishop Rodriguez, his most faithfiil minister, followed by that of
Berangera, his mother, interrupted his preparations for a short time;
but motives of religion moderating his grief for the loss of the best of
mothers, he had no sooner settled the administration by the orders which
he dispatched into Castile than he resumed his expedition with greater
vigour than ever. The siege held sixteen months, Seville being then the
largest and strongest city in Spain. Its double walls were very broad
and high, and defended by one hundred and sixty-six towers; the western
side of the city was secured by the great river Guadalquivir, besides a
deep, broad moat at the foot of the innermost wall round the city. All
provisions were abundantly supplied from the famous garden of Hercules,
esteemed by the ancients the most delightful spot of ground in the world,
called by the Moors, Axarafa. This territory is about thirty miles in length
and twelve in breadth, and contained one hundred thousand farms, besides
castles and towns. It lay on the right side of the river, where its com-
munication with the city was secured by the Castle of Triana on that